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Joel maintains a general litigation practice,
representing clients in a broad range of civil and
administrative law matters at the trial and
appellate level and before administrative
tribunals.

Joel is a Partner in Harper Grey’s Health Law, Commercial Litigation, Professional
Regulation, and Insurance Law practice groups.

Joel’s practice focuses on professional liability; commercial litigation, including
multi-party cases and class actions; and administrative law. He routinely acts as
counsel on complex cases and appeals. He has represented clients at all levels of
court in British Columbia and before various administrative tribunals.

Joel is the firm’s Mentorship Partner — leading the student and associate mentorship
program — and is one of the firm’s Student Recruitment Coordinators — leading the
student recruitment and hiring process.

Joel acts as pro bono counsel in civil and administrative law matters. He serves as
Harper Grey’s LSLAP (Law Students’ Legal Advice Program) coordinator and
volunteers as a supervising lawyer with LSLAP.

Joel is an adjunct professor at UBC, Allard School of Law, teaching an upper year
course on “Ethics and Professionalism.”

Joel has been recognized as a leading practitioner in the area of Medical Negligence
by Lexpert, a Rising Star: Leading Lawyers Under 40 (2020) by Lexpert, and as a
“Future Star” by Benchmark Canada.

Prior to joining Harper Grey, Joel clerked at the British Columbia Supreme Court.

For examples of Joel’s litigation experience and representative cases please refer to the
Experience tab.

EXPERIENCE
PROFESSIONAL LIABILITY

Joel has acted both for and against professionals in matters involving professional
negligence, breach of contract, breach of fiduciary duty, and intentional torts.
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Representative cases include:

Counsel for physicians in medical negligence actions. Examples of cases include:

o Defence of allegations of battery and negligent gallbladder surgery before jury:
Jacobi v. Vikis (21 September 2016), Vancouver S128263 (B.C.S.C.).

o Defence of alleged failure to certify under the Mental Health Act. Briante v.
Vancouver Island Health Authority, 2017 BCCA 148, aff’g 2014 BCSC 1511, rev'g
2015 BCSC 807.

o Defence of alleged failure to diagnose arteriovenous malformation: O’Connor v.
Wambera, 2018 BCSC 886.

o Defence of claim for income tax gross-up, trustee fees, and investment
management fees, arising out of infant settlement: Pestano v. Wong, 2019 BCCA
141, rev’g 2017 BCSC 1666.

Counsel for engineering firm in respect of claims arising out of municipal wellfield
project in New Brunswick.

Counsel for engineering firm in respect of claims arising from the failure of the Mount
Polley Mine tailings storage facility.

Counsel for defendant professional in class action in relation to claim involving use of
unapproved medical device: Zhang v. Dupont (30 October 2019), Toronto
CV-17-567774 (Ont. S.C.J.).

Counsel for defendant professional on successful motion to strike claim and dismiss
action on basis of witness immunity: J.P. v. Eirikson, 2015 BCSC 847.

Counsel for defendant professional on successful motion to enforce settlement
agreement: Roumanis v. Hill, 2013 BCSC 1047.

COMMERCIAL LITIGATION

Joel has acted in a broad range of commercial matters, including disputes involving
breach of contract, negligence, breach of fiduciary duty, statutory causes of action and
remedies, and class actions.

Representative cases include:

Counsel for defendants in tobacco health care cost recoupment actions across
Canada.

Counsel for proposed defendant directors and officers in opioid health care cost
recoupment class action in British Columbia.

Counsel for ICBC in proposed class action in relation to payments made by ICBC to
the provincial government in respect of MSP medical practitioner expenses and
ICBC'’s basic insurance rates.

Counsel for defendant financial institution in class action regarding misappropriation
of funds by provincial government employee.

Counsel on appeal challenging enforceability of limitation of liability provision in
professional engagement agreement: Felty v. Ernst & Young LLP, 2015 BCCA 445.

Counsel on appeal from order denying costs to successful party at trial: Dawson
(Town of the City of) v. Carey, 2014 YKCA 3.

Counsel on appeal in leading decision regarding interpretation of “deposit”
provisions in standard form real estate agreements: Tang v. Zhang, 2013 BCCA 52.

Counsel for pre-sale purchasers in proposed class action and individual actions
under Real Estate Development Marketing Act, S.B.C. 2004, c. 41, in relation to Hotel
Georgia residential development.

INSURANCE LITIGATION

Joel has acted at the trial and appellate level in insurance matters involving statutory and
contractual interpretation, bad faith, and injunctive relief.
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Representative cases include:

e Counsel for ICBC on appeal concerning interpretation of uninsured motorist
provisions of /nsurance (Vehicle) Act. Schoenhalz v. Insurance Corporation of British
Columbia, 2017 BCCA 289.

e Counsel for ICBC on appeal concerning interpretation of substitute vehicle coverage
provisions under /Insurance (Vehicle) Act and Regulation. Ocean Park Ford Sales Ltd.
v. Insurance Corporation of British Columbia, 2016 BCCA 337.

e Counsel for ICBC in proposed class action regarding claim-rated scale: Hartney v.
Insurance Corporation of British Columbia (B.C.S.C.).

e Counsel for insured professional in bad faith action against insurer for withdrawal of
defence and denial of coverage in tort action (B.C.S.C.).

ADMINISTRATIVE LAW AND PUBLIC LAW

Joel has acted in a range of administrative law and public law matters before tribunals,
on judicial review, and at the trial and appellate level. Joel’s experience includes acting
as counsel for regulated professionals, for corporations operating in regulated industries,
and for administrative bodies.

Representative cases include:

e Counsel for Technical Safety BC on judicial review concerning internal standard of
review on appeals to Safety Standards Appeal Board: Technical Safety BC v. BC
Frozen Foods, 2019 BCSC 71.

e Counsel for Technical Safety BC (then BC Safety Authority) on appeal concerning
jurisdiction to recognize training programs in regulated areas: International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, 2017 BCCA 313.

e Counsel for ICBC on motion brought by insured to obtain injunctive relief against
ICBC in respect of cancellation of driver’s license and insurance: Chi v. Insurance
Corporation of British Columbia (10 April 2017), Vancouver S166775 (B.C.S.C.).

CREDENTIALS
EDUCATION

e University of British Columbia, LL.B., 2010
e Queen’s University, B.A.(Hons.), 2007

BAR ADMISSION

e British Columbia, 2012

LEADERSHIP
e Adjunct Professor, UBC Allard School of Law, 2019
e Mentor, Harper Grey Mentoring Program
e Author, Harper Grey Civil Litigation Update
e Supervising lawyer, Law Students’ Legal Advice Program, 2017
e Volunteer lawyer, Access Pro Bono, 2017
e Contributing Author, LexisNexis® Harper Grey Administrative Law Netletter™
e Contributing Author, Harper Grey Canadian Administrative Law Blog
e Contributing Author, Harper Grey Administrative Law Observer Newsletter

e Contributing Author, Administrative Justice: A Practitioner’s Guide, 2016, Published
by LexisNexis® Canada

MEMBERSHIP

e Member, The Law Society of British Columbia
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e Member, Canadian Bar Association, BC Branch

RECOGNITIONS

Rising Stars - Leading Lawyers Under 40 award recipient, Lexpert®, 2020

Recognized as a “Leading Practitioner” in the area of Medical Negligence by Canadian
Legal Lexpert Directory®, 2020-2021

Recognized as a "Future Star" in British Columbia by Benchmark Canada®, 2020 - 2021

40 & Under Hot List - Leading Lawyers Under 40 award recipient, Benchmark Canada®,
2021

COMMENTARIES

“| wanted to hire him!”

“Joel does it all. He is excellent counsel; he contributes to the legal community; he
mentors. He is practicing at a level many years beyond his year of call as evidenced by
the fact he is already an adjunct professor at the UBC Law School.”

“Joel is fantastic”

SELECT ARTICLES + PUBLICATIONS

Case Summary authored by Joel Morris featured in Quickscribe Reporter
Written by: Joel A. Morris*

Harper Grey publishes Administrative Justice: A Practitioner’s Guide, a thorough
overview of the current state of Canadian administrative law through detailed
summaries of cases

Published by: Harper Grey - 25.Jun.16

Written by: Michael G. Thomas*, JoAnne Barnum, William S. Clark*, Julie K. Gibson,
Kara L. Hill, Lindsay R. Johnston, Scott J. Marcinkow*, Jonathan D. Meadows*, Joel A.
Morris*, Nathaniel J.W. Turner, Adam R. Way, Lara C. Zee

“A Junior Litigator’s Tookit” Article
Published In: The Advocate - May.16
Written by: Joel A. Morris*

SELECT EVENTS + PRESENTATIONS

Joel Morris presented at CLEBC “Civil Litigation Basics for Legal Support Staff”
course

Presentation date: 26.June.19

Presented by: Joel A. Morris*

Chris Rusnak, Kim Jakeman and Joel Morris present at CLEBC course “How To Be
A Great Litigation Junior 2017”

Presentation Date: 12.May.17

Presented by: Christopher M. Rusnak, QC*, Joel A. Morris*, Kimberly J. Jakeman*
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Joel Morris to co-present “A Junior Litigator’s Toolkit” to the Kamloops Bar
Association
Presentation Date: 02.Jun.16

Presented by: Joel A. Morris*

SELECT NEWS

Joel Morris chosen for inclusion in Benchmark Litigation 2021 40 & Under Hot List
Related to: Joel A. Morris* - 22.Jul.21

Una Radoja and Joel Morris selected for inclusion in 2021 Benchmark Litigation 40
& Under Hot List
Related to: Una Radoja*, Joel A. Morris* - 21.Jul.21

19 Harper Grey Lawyers Recognized as Leading Practitioners by 2021 Canadian
Legal Lexpert Directory

Related to: Steven Abramson®, H. Roderick Anderson*, Richard E. Bereti*, Guy P.
Brown, QC*, William S. Clark*, Prentice Durbin*, Michael J. Hewitt*, Kimberly J.
Jakeman*, Jonathan D. Meadows™*, Joel A. Morris*, David W. Pilley, Christopher M.
Rusnak, QC*, Raj Samtani*, W. Sean Taylor, Michael G. Thomas*, Abigail C.F. Turner*,
Nigel L. Trevethan*, Jennifer R. Woznesensky, Lara C. Zee - 22.Apr.21

Joel Morris named Recipient of Lexpert® 2020 Rising Star Award
Related to: Joel A. Morris* - 16.Nov.20

2020 Canadian Legal Lexpert Directory Recognizes 19 Harper Grey Lawyers as
“Leading Practitioners”

Related to: Steven Abramson®, Joel A. Morris*, H. Roderick Anderson*, Bryan G.
Baynham, QC, Richard E. Bereti*, Guy P. Brown, QC*, William S. Clark*, Michael J.
Hewitt*, Kimberly J. Jakeman*, Scott J. Marcinkow*, Jonathan D. Meadows*, David W.
Pilley, Christopher M. Rusnak, QC*, Raj Samtani*, W. Sean Taylor, Abigail C.F. Turner”,
Nigel L. Trevethan*, Jennifer R. Woznesensky, Lara C. Zee - 22.Apr.20

Harper Grey Lawyers Recognized as Litigation Stars by Benchmark Canada® 2020
Related to: H. Roderick Anderson*, Richard E. Bereti*, Salman Y. Bhura*, Guy P. Brown,
QC*, William S. Clark*, Michael J. Hewitt*, Kimberly J. Jakeman*, Rose Keith, QC*,
Jonathan D. Meadows*, David W. Pilley, Una Radoja*, Christopher M. Rusnak, QC*, Raj
Samtani*, John P. Sullivan*, Michael G. Thomas*, Nigel L. Trevethan*, Abigail C.F.
Turner®, Jennifer R. Woznesensky, Steven Abramson*, Scott J. Marcinkow*, Joel A.
Morris*, Roselle P. Wu, Kim J. Yee - 14.Apr.20

Christopher Rusnak and Joel Morris to co-teach “Ethics and Professionalism”
course at UBC
Related to: Christopher M. Rusnak, QC*, Joel A. Morris* - 09.Sep.19

Scott Marcinkow and Joel Morris join Harper Grey Partnership
Related to: Scott J. Marcinkow*, Joel A. Morris* - 23.Jan.19

CLEBC course “How To Be A Great Litigation Junior 2017”, chaired by Joel Morris
Related to: Joel A. Morris* - 27.Apr.17

Joel Morris Chairs CLEBC course “How To Be A Great Litigation Junior 2017”
Related to: Joel A. Morris* - 13.Apr.17
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Joel Morris chairs CLEBC course “How To Be A Great Litigation Junior 2017”
Related to: Christopher M. Rusnak, QC*, Joel A. Morris*, Kimberly J. Jakeman* -
17.Feb.17

Harper Grey finishes second in 2014 Hooplaw Charity Basketball Tournament -
CoEd Division
Related to: Joel A. Morris*, Kara L. Hill, Kora Paciorek - 17.Mar.14

Harper Grey finishes second in 2014 Hooplaw Charity Basketball Tournament -
CoEd Division (TO BE POSTED ON COMMUNITY PAGE)
Related to: Joel A. Morris*, Kara L. Hill, Kora Paciorek - 17.Mar.14

Harper Grey participates in Law Students Legal Advice Program
Related to: Daniel J. Reid, Emily M. Williamson, Joel A. Morris*, Julie K. Gibson, Lindsay
R. Johnston - 02.Aug.12

Harper Grey welcomes new associate, Joel Morris
Related to: Joel A. Morris* - 28.Mar.12

2012 Hoop-Law Champions! Harper Grey basketball team wins big to support local
charity
Related to: Aaron D. Atkinson, JoAnne Barnum, Joel A. Morris* - 12.Mar.12

SELECT NEWSLETTERS + UPDATES

Case Summary: Determination of internal standard of review of an administrative
tribunal following Vavilov

Published In: Administrative Law Newsletter 20.July.21

Written by: Joel A. Morris*

Case Summary: Municipal bylaws do not apply to activities authorized under
permit issued under Mines Act because of exclusive provincial jurisdiction over
“mines” and “mining activities”

Published In: Administrative Law 16.Mar.21

Written by: Joel A. Morris*

Case Summary: A Minister’s decision to enter into a contract on specific terms is
not a “statutory power of decision” for the purposes of judicial review

Published In: Administrative Law 17.Nov.20

Written by: Joel A. Morris*

Case Summary: Ministry of Attorney General’s legal costs defending Cambie
Surgeries Corporation v. British Columbia (Attorney General) action protected from
disclosure by solicitor-client privilege

Published In: Administrative Law 17.Nov.20

Written by: Joel A. Morris*

Case Summary: Where a matter is remitted for reconsideration, statutory decision
maker is presumed to give full weight to the decision of the reviewing court
Published In: Administrative Law 15.Sep.20

Written by: Joel A. Morris*
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Case Summary: Regulatory body can appoint administrator to provide oversight
during investigation into police misconduct

Published In: Administrative Law 15.Sep.20

Written by: Joel A. Morris*

Case Summary: Tribunal members’ questions and comments during discipline
hearing demonstrate reasonable apprehension of bias
Published In: Administrative Law Newsletter — 21.Jul.20

Written by: Joel A. Morris*

Case Summary: Professional’s pattern of disruptive conduct can constitute
unprofessional conduct
Published In: Administrative Law Newsletter — 21.Jul.20

Written by: Joel A. Morris*

Case summary: The Representative for Children and Youth has a broad mandate
and is entitled to information generally relevant to child welfare
Published In: Administrative Law Newsletter

Written by: Joel A. Morris*

Case Summary: Limitation period for statutory accident benefits is subject to rule
of discoverability
Published In: Administrative Law Newsletter

Written by: Joel A. Morris*

Case Summary: A Law Society member is required to cooperate with the Law
Society and provide document production at the investigative stage
Published In: Administrative Law Newsletter — 19.Nov.19

Written by: Joel A. Morris*

Case Summary: Complainant in professional discipline matter lacked standing to
judicially review merits of decision to dismiss complaint
Published In: Administrative Law Newsletter — 19.Nov.19

Written by: Joel A. Morris*

Case Summary: The federal Bankruptcy and Insolvency Act governs applications
for leave to sue where a receiver is appointed under both that legislation and the
provincial Courts of Justice Act

Published In: Administrative Law Newsletter — 18.May.19

Written by: Joel A. Morris*

Case Summary: Relief from forfeiture under Law and Equity Act does not apply to
statutory forfeiture under Residential Tenancy Act
Published In: Administrative Law Newsletter — 18.May.19

Written by: Joel A. Morris*

Case Summary: An application for information from exempted records - not for the
records - is not a valid application for access to information
Published In: Administrative Law Newsletter — 19.Mar.19

Written by: Joel A. Morris*

Case Summary: Procedural fairness is reviewed on a standard of correctness
Published In: Administrative Law Newsletter — 19.Mar.19

Written by: Joel A. Morris*
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Case Summary: Westeel Fabrication Ltd. v. Envoy Construction Services Ltd., 2018
BCSC 2176

Published in: Civil Litigation Update: 14.Dec.18

Written by: Joel A. Morris*

Case Summary: Regulatory body can modify legal rights when doing so is in the
public interest
Published In: Administrative Law Newsletter - 16.Nov.18

Written by: Joel A. Morris*

Case Summary: Seven-year delay in disciplinary process constitutes abuse of
process
Published In: Administrative Law Newsletter - 16.Nov.18

Written by: Joel A. Morris*

Case Summary: Insurance Corporation of British Columbia v. Mehat, 2018 BCCA
242

Published in: Civil Litigation Update: 31.0ct.18
Written by: Joel A. Morris*

Case Summary: Whether a child-client’s litigation records with the Children’s
Lawyer for Ontario are subject to a parent’s freedom of information request
Published In: Administrative Law Newsletter — 21.Aug.18

Written by: Joel A. Morris*
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