
OCTOBER 15, 2021 ROUND-UP

VACCINES IN THE WORKPLACE

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW THIS WEEK

With BC exceeding its vaccination targets, regulations lifting and the reintegration of employees to the workplace 
on the horizon, employers are now faced with trying to navigate the changing dynamic of vaccines and the 
workplace. We anticipate that changes to legislation could happen on short notice and have created this Round-
Up to help employers stay informed in a situation that is so rapidly evolving.

Here are a few important things I thought worth sharing this week:

IN THE NEWS

National

1.  Workplaces across the country have implemented mandatory vaccination policies. Is a “wave of terminations” 
on its way? CBC – October 7, 2021 – read the article here.

British Columbia

2.  BC Labour Federation “supports vaccines”, says unions should take a balanced stance on workplace vaccine 
mandates. News 1130 – October 13, 2021 – read the article here.

3.  ICBC and Translink will require all employees and contractors to be fully vaccinated, proof of vaccination 
requirements and penalties for non-compliance yet to be announced. CBC – October 8, 2021 –
read the article here.

Alberta

4.  Businesses in Alberta who opt into the province’s restriction exemption program will receive a one-time 
grant of $2,000, but business community says more help is needed. Global News – October 11, 2021 – 
read the article here.

Saskatchewan

5.  Saskatoon city council votes to require proof of vaccination for ice rinks, leisure centres, but not libraries.  
CBC – October 12, 2021 – read the article here.

6.  Restaurant worker who survived COVID-19 says he’s facing threats and harassment while enforcing 
Saskatchewan’s proof of vaccination policy. CBC – October 12, 2021 – read the article here.

Manitoba

7.  Manitoba will provide people granted medical exemptions with a card “identical” to the fully vaccinated.  
CBC – October 6, 2021 – read the article here.

Ontario

8.   With kids still unvaccinated, a Toronto-area teacher is calling for better PPE after school board refuses to allow 
him to wear N95 mask in the classroom. CBC – October 13, 2021 – read the article here. 

Quebec

9.  Thousands of unvaccinated nurses in Quebec face suspension as mandatory vaccination deadline looms.  
CBC – October 13, 2021 – read the article here.

I hope you found this Round-Up helpful. If you have any questions relating to the reopening of your business or 
reintegration of your staff – our Workplace Law group is here to assist.

If you are seeing this Round-Up for the first time, you can read previous issues here.

SUITE 3200 – 650 WEST GEORGIA STREET • VANCOUVER • BC • V6B 4P7 • 604.687.0411 • www.harpergrey.com

Rose Keith, QC 
rkeith@harpergrey.com 
604.895.2911

Disclaimer: The pandemic is a rapidly changing situation and new measures may have been introduced since this document was published. The information 
provided through this document is intended for general information purposes only and does not create a lawyer-client relationship. It is not intended as legal advice 
from Harper Grey LLP or the individual author(s), nor intended as a substitute for legal advice on any specific subject matter. Detailed legal counsel should be sought 
prior to undertaking any legal matter. Last Updated October 15, 2021. 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/business/covid-19-layoffs-1.6202871
https://www.citynews1130.com/2021/10/13/bc-unions-mandatory-vaccine/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/translink-icbc-vaccine-mandate-1.6205263
https://globalnews.ca/news/8258872/alberta-businesses-covid-19-help-grant/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/libraries-to-be-exempt-from-new-vaccine-requirements-1.6208544
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/covid-restaurant-worker-harassment-proof-of-vaccination-1.6205909
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/manitoba/manitoba-covid-19-vaccine-exemption-cards-1.6201962
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/teacher-n95-mask-york-region-1.6207965
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/montreal/quebec-nurses-unvaccinated-reasons-1.6208174
https://harpergrey.com/covid-19-resource-hub/
https://harpergrey.com/

