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When the COVID-19 pandemic was 
declared in the spring of this year 
the Honourable Chief Justice Hinkson 
temporarily suspended regular operations 
of the Supreme Court of British Columbia 
to protect the health and safety of court 
users and to help contain the spread of 
COVID-19. Following the suspension of court 
operations, the Minister of Public Safety 
and Solicitor General issued Ministerial 
Order no. M086, titled “Limitation Periods 
(Covid-19) Order” on March 26, 2020. 
The effect of this order was to suspend 
certain limitation periods to commence 
court proceedings in British Columbia. The 
Minister of Public Safety made the order 
under the Emergency Program Act in 
an effort to recognize that certain steps, 
whether legal or administrative, could not 
be taken in light of the novel pandemic. 

The order was extended on April 8, 2020 
when the Minister of Public Safety and 
Solicitor General issued a second order, 
Order no. M098. Although the courts 
continue to accept filings and most court
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operations have now resumed, the 
second order continues the suspension 
of all limitation periods and other 
mandatory time limits of various statutes. 
The second order is still in effect at the 
time of publishing this article and will 
continue to be in effect until the state 
of emergency declared by the Province 
on March 18, 2020, is lifted, or until 
further order is made.

In practical terms, this means that 
limitation periods relating to civil or family 
actions, proceedings, claims or appeals 
in the Provincial Court and Supreme 
Court are suspended until 90 days after 
the most recent extension on the state of 
emergency declared on March 18, 2020 
by the Government of British Columbia.  
Once that 90 days expires, the limitation 
periods start running again.

   The Supreme Court has stated that once    
     the suspension is lifted, more directions will  
  be provided. We will be watching for  
    any changes regarding the suspension of 
      limitation periods and will keep our readers
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This Retail Case Update is not a 
legal opinion.  Readers should 
not act on the basis of this  
update without first consulting a 
lawyer for analysis and advice on 
a specific matter.
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apprised of any developments. In the 
meantime, Harper Grey has created a 
COVID-19 Resource Hub to share multi-
disciplinary information and resources to 
help our clients navigate the rapidly evolving 
business, legal and operational challenges 
the pandemic poses.  It is available on our 
website and can be accessed here. 
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